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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on California’s plan for compliance with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (U.S. EPA’s) Clean Power Plan, and the scope for potential amendments to the Cap-and-
Trade Regulation.

Covanta is a national leader in developing, owning and operating facilities that convert municipal solid
waste (“MSW”) into renewable energy (energy-from-waste or “EfW* facilities). These facilities are
internationally recognized as a source of greenhouse gas (GHG) mitigation, including by the U.S. EPA,! U.S.
EPA scientists,? the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (“IPCC”),3 the World Economic Forum,*
the European Union,>¢ CalRecycle,” and the Center for American Progress.8 This GHG mitigation is achieved
by displacing grid connected fossil-fuel fired electricity, recovering metals from the waste stream for
recycling, and most importantly, by avoiding landfill emissions of methane, a key Short Lived Climate
Pollutant.

Covanta supports using a mass-based, state measured program in California. We also suggest that as the
California Air Resources Board (CARB) develops the state’s plan that the climate benefits of existing and
baseload technologies like EfW and biomass be recognized. Additionally, as the US EPA has recognized that
EfW is not a regulated source under the Clean Power Plan, the ARB should model its Cap and Trade
Program recognizing these similar benefits.

Many other jurisdictions around the world have concluded that sustainable waste management -
incorporating recycling, composting and for what remains, EfW - can play an important role in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the CARB’s Clean Power Plan
Rules and Electricity Topics in the Cap-and-Trade Regulation.

Respectfully Submitted,
(;;@&A Bootl—

Ellie Booth
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